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KERRIER  RURAL  DISTRICT  aOUHGIL. 

REPORT  OB'  'JUS  MEDICAL.  OFFICER  OF- -HEALTH , 

KERRIER  RURAL  DISTRICT  is  the  most  southerly 
Local  Government  division  in  England,  comprising' the  who.be 
of  The  Lizard  Peninsular,  and  adjoining  the  districts  of 
Falmouth,  Penryn,  Truro  (Rural),  Camborn e-Redruth,  and 
West  Renwith.  In  1934  the  late  East  Kerrier,  Helston, 
and  Redruth  Rural  Districts  were  abolished,  and  a new 
Rural  District  of  Kerrier  was  formed*  This  District  now 
comprises  the  Parish  of  Stithians,  which  w as  taken  from 
Redruth  Rural  District,  the  Parishes  of  Constantine  and 
M awn an,  with  the  major  portions  of  the  Parishes  of  Budock, 

Mabe,  and  St.  Gluvi as,  which  were  taken  from  the  East 
Kerrier  Rural  District,  and  the  Parishes  of  Breage, 

Crow an,  Cury,  Germoe,  Grade-Ruan,  Gunwalloe,  Landewednack, 

Manaccan,  Mawgan,  Mullion,  St.  Anthony,  St.  Keverne, 

St.  Martin,  Sithney,  and  Wendron.  Portions  of  the 
original  Parishes  of  Breage,  Sithney  and  Wendron,  having 
been  transferred  to  the  enlarged  Borough  of  Helston,  and 
a smaller  portion  of  Wendron,  to  the  newly  formed 
C amborne-Redruth  Urb an  Dis tri ct . 

It  contains  21  Parishes  (of  which  11  are  ooastal 
and  10  are  inland)  having  a total  area  of  90,799  acres 
(142  square  miles)  and.  with  an  estimated  population  of 
19,700  (in  mid  1943).  The  names'  of  the  Parishes,  together 
with  their  area  and  population  (1931)  are  set  out  in  Table  I. 

In  the  southern  half  of  the  district  there  are 
large  areas  of  serpentine,  gabbro,  hornblende,  and  granite 
gneiss;  in  the  region  of  the  Helford  River  the  county  rook 
is  clay-slate  (killas);  the  northern  end  of  the  district 
rests  upon  granite,  and  an  outlier  of  this  rock  occurring 
at  the  western  end  is  heavily  mineralised  and  forms  the: 
well-known  features  of  Godolphin  and  Tregonning  Hills. 

Granite  is  extensively  quarried  in  the  northern 
area,  and  hornblende  and  serpentine  are  used  for  road  metal. 

The  ornamental  serpentine  industry  (which  ov/es  its 
inception  to  the  Prince  Consort)  is  carried  on  by 
independent  workers  mostly  in  their  own  homes,  and  there  is 
a thriving  trade  in  small  puli shed  ornaments  during  the 
summer  months.  Tin  mining  was  carried  on  extensively  in 
Germoe  Parish  by  the  ‘old  men’'1  and  mines  such  as  Wheal  Vor, 

Wheal  Reeth,  Great  Work,  Godolphin  (to  name  but  a few)  are 
well  known.  At  the  present  time  large  stamps  at  Great  Work 
and  the  smaller  water-driven  stamps  at  Wheal  Gilbert  are 
the  only  ones  still  working.  The  disused  china-clay 
quarries  in  Tregonning  Hill  were  the  first  deposits  of 
this  mineral  to  he  discovered  outside  China,  where  the 
mountain  Kao  Lin  gave  its  name  to  this  important  Cornish 
product. 

The  chief  industry  is  agriculture,  particularly 
mill: -production,  for  which  the  high  rainfall  and  equable 
temperature  are  admirably  suited.  Lobster  and  crab  fishing 
is  carried  on  off  Cover a«.k  and  Cadgwith. 

Table  II  gives  the  soils  underlying  each  Parish 
.together  with  the  princ  ipal  crops  growing  on  them. 
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TABLE  I. 


Name  of  Parish 

Area 

Population 

Land 

Inland 

Water 

Tidal 

Fore- 

Shore 

ia.3i 

St.  Anthony-in-Mensage. 

1 420 

- ! 

17-1 

66 

207 

Breage. 

v-;  27 

— 

- 

mm 

1954 

Budock. 

23:38 

- 

— 

- 

730 

Const  aiitine. 

3023 

- 

263 

211 

1565 

Crow an* 

74  ?3 

18 

- 

1833 

Cury. 

23  AC 

2 

- 

- 

325 

Germoe. 

1 331 

- 

- 

313 

St.  Gluvias. 

2142 

M 

mm 

683 

Grade-Ru an. 

5136 

- 

mm 

mm 

602 

Gunwalloe. 

1433 

24 

1 

66 

165 

St.  Keverne. 

10,  299 

— 

— 

201 

1631 

Landewednack. 

20+4 

6 

- 

66 

619 

Mabe. 

2322 

— 

mm 

632 

Man ac can. 

1746 

113 

34 

318 

St.  M art i n - i n-M en© age « 

2372 

- 

46 

33 

262 

Mawg  an- i n-M  one  age • 

5451 

2 

5 

51 

633 

M awn an. 

2116 

- 

«& 

— 

624 

Mullion. 

5007 

8 

- 

35 

954 

Sithney. 

4028 

- 

mm 

- 

791 

Stithians. 

4356 

5 

- 

1463 

Wendron. 

11,409 

** 

*** 

• * £533 

TOTAL  2 

, ^ . . . ...  r . . . ...  ..  . 

90,733 

66 

399 

313 

18,347 

TABLE  II 

GIVING  THE  SOILS  AND  PRINCIPAL  CROPS  IN  EACH  PARISH . 


Name  of  Parish 

Soil 

Crops 

......  - - , » 

St.  x^ntloony-in-Meneage . 

Clay.  marl. 
Light,  granite. 

Wheat,  oats. 

Breage, 

Barley,  oats, broccoli, potatoes. 

undock. 

Loamy. 

Wheat,  barley, turnips, pasture. 

Cons  fcantine. 

Loamy. 

0 at  s , b ar  1 ey  7 gr  e e n6r  op  s , p a stum 

Crowan. 

Loam, 

Wheat,  barley,  oats,  roots. 

Cnry. 

Fertile  v. 

Wheat,  barley,  oats,  turnips. 

Germoe, 

Lo  ai, 

Barley,  oats,  turnips, broccoli. 

St.  Glnvias. 

‘Loam. 

Wheat,  barley,  oats,  green 

crop. 

Grade-Ru an. 

Clay.,  loam. 

Whe at , 0 at  s , b arl ey . 

Gunwalloe, 

1 

Kill  as,  sand 
tew.' an  a. 

Wheat,  barley,  sheep  grazing. 

St.  Keverne. 

Rica  ..loam,  rich 

Wheat,  barley,  oats,  turnips, 

marl,  peat. 

mangolds. 

Landewednack. 

Clay,,  loam. 

Wheat,  barley,  oats,  turnips. 

Mabe. 

Loam. 

Oats,  turnips,  roots,  grass. 

Man ac can. 

Olay,  marl. 

Wheat,  barley,  oats. 

St.  Martin-in-Meneage. 

Light  & Fertile, 
marl,  gravel. 

Corn,  hay,  roots. 

Mawgan-in-M  ene  age . 

loam,  clay, 
gravel,  marl. 

Corn,  roots,  pasture. 

Mara  an. 

Clay,  peat, 
black  earth. 

Wheat,  barley, oats,  turnips, 
potatoes,  mangolds,  carrots. 

Mullion. 

Marl,  clay. 

Wheat,  barley,  oats,  turnips. 

Sithney. 

Ivi  • 

Corn,  hay,  roots,  broccoli. 

Stithians. 

Poor  loam, 
clay. 

Oats,  green  crops,  pasture. 

Wendron. 

Loam. 

Grass,  barley,  oats,  green 

•rops. 

2. 


VITAL  STATIC  ITS. 

There  were  295  live  births  in  the  district  (155  male,  .140  female) 
giving  a birthrate  of  15*0  per  thousand.  There  were  15  stixl— births 
during  the  year  giving  a rate  of  .7 5 per  thousand. 

The  numbers  and  causes  of  deaths  are  set  out  in  Table  III* 

There  were  two  fatalities  from  road  accidents  in  Kerrier  during  the 
year. 


TABLE  III. 


Total  number,  all  causes.  Male  119 

Female  1J51 
270 

Death  Rate*  Kerrief,  13*6 

" » , England  & Wales.  12.1 


'1.  Typhoid  & par  at.;  fevers. 
2.  Cerebro -spinal  fever. 

3*  Scarlet  Fever. 

4.  Whooping  cough. 

5.  Diphtheria. 

6.  Tuberculosis,  pulmonary. 

7.  " non-pulmonary. 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases. 

9.  Influenza. 

10.  Measles. 

11.  Acute  polio-myelitis. 

1,2.  Acute  infantile  enceph. 
13.  Cancer  of  mouth, gullet 

womb 

1 4.  Cancer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum, 
breast. 

all  other  sites 


15.  Cancer  of 

16.  Cancer  of 

17.  Diabetes. 

18.  I n tr acr ani  al 


19.  He  art 


vascular 
lesions, 
diseases. 


M 

F 

— — . . — ...  ■ ■ 

M J . F 

—m 

20.  O ther  dis.  of  circula- 

topy  system. 

3 

a 

21.  Bronchitis. 

0 

b 

1 

22.  Pneumonia.  

4 

4 

23.’  Other  resp.  diseases. 

1 

- 

R 

i 

R 

< 24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or 

J 

p 

-1 

I deodenum. 

- 

- 

C—m 

1 25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 yrs. 

- 

- 

i 

1 | 

j 26 . App endi  c 1 1 i s . 

- 

- 

j 27.  Other  digestive 

A 

diseases, 

3 

1 

28.  Nephritis. 

4 

7 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

- 

1 

1 ~ 

30.  Other  maternal  causes. 

- 

1 

31.  Premature  birth. 

- 

— 

3 

5 

32.  Birth  injuries  and 

*>s 

9 

infantile  diseases. 

1 

2 

11 

1 5 

33.  Suicide. 

2 

1 

2 

34.  Road  Traffic  accidents. 

2 

35.  Other  violent  causes. 

2 

3 

7 

14 

36.  All  other  causes. 

16 

23' 

42 

41 

1 

I 

i 

TOTAL : 


MALE 

FEMALE 


119 
1 51 


1 INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 

There  hps  been  no  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  in  this 
district  during  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of 
Enteric  which  occurred  at  M awn an  Smith,  which  was  traced  to  the 
presence  of  a carrier.  Only  sporadic  cases  of  Measles  have  occurred, 
the  greatest  number  notified  from  any  one-  district  in  any  month,  being 
three,  with  a maximum  incidence  of  nine  cases  throughout  -the-  area  " 
during  August.  The  incidence  of  DiphtTeeria  has  shown  a progressive 
decline  since  the  introduction  of  immunisation  in  1941,  there  being 
25  cases  in  1941?  6 in  1942,  and  5 in  1943.  Ho  deaths  from  this 
disease ' .have  occurred  during  these  three  years,  whereas  in  1940  (the 
year  before  immunisation  was  started)  there  was  one  death  among  only 
seven  cases  notified. 

The  Council  refunds  to  medical  practitioners  the  cost  of  any 
diphtheria  anti- toxin  used  on  Kerrier  patients,  and  also  pays  reasonable 
costs  of  telephone  calls  involved  in  the  prompt  notification  of 
infectious  diseases.  Throat  swabs  are  examined  by  Dr.  Rivers  at  the 
Redruth  Clinical  Laboratory  both  for  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever;  no 
charge  is  made  by  the  Council  for  this  examination,  but  the  cost  of 
taking  the  swabs  both  from  sick  persons  amd  contacts,  falls  on  the 
patient. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE, 

During  the  year  a change  has  occurred  in  the  method 
of  isolation  and  transport  of  persons  suffering  from  Infectious 
Diseases.  Hitherto  the  M.O.H.  has  been  responsible  for  * 

arranging  the  admission  of  infectious  cases  to  a suitable 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  Council  had  standing  arrangements  for 
this  purpose  with  both  Falmouth  and  Camborne -Redruth  Urban 
Districts.  From  April  onwards,  cases  have  been  admitted  to  the 
newly  opened  County  Isolation  Hospital  at  Truro,  and  medical 
practitioners  wishing  their  cases  admitted  have  been  asked  to  make 
arrangements  direct  with  the  hospital  authorities,  who  arrange  for 
a special  ambulance  to  collect  the  patient.  The  M.O.H.  continues 
to  receive,  as  before,  the  notifications  from  doctors,  supplemented 
by  information  from  the  County  Isolation  Hospital  concerning  the 
admission  and  discharge  of  individual  patients.  The  Council 
however  is  still  left  with  the  responsibility  of  sterilising  the 
bedding  of  the  infected  person,  and  with  the  closure  of  the 
smaller  Isolation  Hospitals  which  are  no  longer  used,  there  is  no 
ambulance  now  available  for  this  purpose.  The  Council  is 
therefore  unable  to  fulfil  its  obligation  in  this  matter.  This 
is  a most  unsatisfactory  position  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
rate  payers,  and  is  not  made  the  less  by  the  fact  that  no  bedding 
and  no  personal  belongings  of  any  kind  are  taken  in  the  ambulance. 
The  patient  on  leaving  home  is  stripped,  and  reclothed  in  hospital 
'<  attire,  not  even  a toy;  or  a favourite  doll  being  allowed  to 
accompany  the  little  patient.  It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be 
•some  relaxation  of  these  stringent  regulations  which,  are  as' 


unnecessary  on  bacteriological  grounds  as  they  are  harmful  from  a 
psychological .standpoint. 

In  Table  IV  is  given  the  nbmbe'r  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  notified  during  the  year,  and  in  "Table  V there  is  set  out 
tli©  position  as  regards  Tuberculosis  in  the  district. 

TABLE  IV. 

CIVILIAN  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

NOTIFIED.  . 

i . 

Typhoid  fever  ... 

2 

« Paratyphoid  fever  ... 

— 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

1 

Whooping  cough  , , . 

Diphtheria  ... 

13 

5 

Erysipelas  . , . 

5 . . 

Smallpox  1. . 

■mm 

Measles  ... 

45 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

Puerperal  pyrexia  , , . 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . * 

5 

Tuberculosis  ... 

TABLE  V. 

10 

CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  IIT  KERRIER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


~ TuE 

3 nary 

Non- -Pulmonary 

Total 

, 

M al  e 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  of  cases 
living  in  Kerrier 
on  1 st  J an,  1 943. 

37 

. 

24 

15 

16 

92 

Number  of  new  cases. 

4 

5 

- 

1 

10 

Number  of  deaths. 

4 . 

3 

mm 

. , - 

7 

Number  of  cases  living 
in  Kerrier  on  31st 

Dec,  1943. 

37  v • 

26 

15 

17 

95 

DIPHTHERI A IMMO  h.ISATION 


During  the  year  the  Council’s  two  schemes  for  immunisation 
of  children  between  the  ages  of 'i  and  1 6' years  have  continued'  in 
operation*  Under  the  first  scheme,  visits  are  paid  by  medical 
practitioners  to  schools  in  the  district  where  a sufficient 
number  of  non-immune  children  can  be  collected  to  justify  a session. 
The  fee  paid  to  medical  practitioners  for  this  work  is  two  guineas 
a session,  together  with  an  additional  fee  of  one  guinea  for  the 
services  of  a nurse  or  other  competent  assistant.  Under  the  second 
scheme,  patients  make  their  arrangements  for  inoculation  direct 
with  their  own  family  doctor,  who  renders  to  the  Council  an  account 
for  2/bd.  for  each  inoculation  given.  In  November  a third  scheme 
was  put  into  operation  in  order  to  cope  with  the  problem  of  the 
"under  3fs."  The  essential  feature  of  this  new  scheme  is  that 
all  doctors  practising  in  the  area  are  asked  to  set  aside  a regular 
time  each  month  at  which  they  will  give  the  necessarjr  inoculations 
to  children  who  attend  at  their  surgery.  This  has  enabled  district 
nurses,  head  teachers,  billeting  officers,  welfare  workers,  and 
others  whose  help  has  been  enlisted,  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
children  to  attend  on  the  doctor  without  the  irksome  task  of  fixing 
a previous  appointment.  A uniform  arrangement  w as  thus  made 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  district,  and  has  immensely  facilitated 
the  publicity  campaign  which  was  planned  to  support  the  work, 

Kerrier  being  the  only  local  av  fieri  ty  which  has  availed  itself  of 
press  advertising  in  the  fur ther en oe  of  this  work.  The  time 
arranged  w as  9.30  a.m.  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month... 


The  total  number  of  children  who,  during  1943,  had  received 
the  full  course  of  two  injections  was  407,  of  which  183  were  under 
five  and  224  were  over.  A census  of  children  attending  school 
was  made  earlier  in  the  year  with  the  kind, co-operation  of  the  head 
teachers.  It  was  found  that  of  the  2,617  children  oh  the  school 
books,  no  less  than  2, 130  had  been  immunised,  giving  a percentage 
of  81*4.  This  most  gratifying  result  has  been  obtained  only  by 
the  whole-hearted  co-operation  of  doctors,  head  teachers,  and 
district  nurses,  and  to  them  individually  and  collectively  are  due 
the  thanks  of  the  Council. 

SEX  INSTRUCTION  FOR  EVACUEES . 

During  the  year  the  Council  resolved  that  certain  booklets 
on  sex  instruction  published  (with  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health)  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  should  be 
distributed  fco  evacuees  billeted  in  the  district.  The  Council 
being  in  loco  parentis  as  regards  these  children,  felt  that  they 
had  a certain  responsibility  in  this  matter  to  see  that  their 
natural  development  should  not  be  entirely  uninstructed,  and 
therefore  asked  for  the  kindly  co-operation  of  the  Billeting  Officers 
to  assist  them  in  this  by  undertaking  the  distribution  of  these 
booklets.  The  booklets  chosen  for  distribution  were:- 


1.  "FROM  BOYHOOD,  TO  MANHOOD"  which  was  given  to 
all  boys  from  the  age  of  ten  upwards. 


2. 

3. 


"YOURSSLJ 
age  of 


AND  TOUR  J30BY" 
ten  upwards* 


"THE  APPROACH  TO  WUMANHC  )D" 
have  left  school  and  are 


for  girls  from  the 

for  these  girls  who 
now  in  employment. 


4< 


"TO  MOTHERS  OF  URQWINU  GIRLS"  which  was 
distributed  to  Foster  Parents- who  have 
billeted  on  them  girls  who  are  approaching 
the  age -of  adolescent  development. 


In  this  connection  it  is  wise  to  remember  the  aphorism 
"better  a year  too  soon  than  an  hour  too  late".  It  is  far  better  to 
give  to  young  children  information  about  what  is  going  to  happen 
to  them  before  it  happens,  rather  than  telling  them  about  these 
changes  after  they  have  taken  place. 


SEX  INSTRUCTION  FOR  EVACUEES . (Cont?d) . 

The  response  to  this  distribution  was  unif orraly  "gatl'sf  aetory. 
No % only  w«j?«  eg  I si  pi**  from  either  .Parents  of  Poster 

Parents  that  their  children  had  received  this  instruction;,  but 
there  were  also  several  letters  from  Head  Teachers  of  schools  asking 
that  a similar  distribution  should  be  made  to  Cornish  children*  The 
Council  therefore  decided  to  satisfy  this  demand  and  make  a further 
distribution  of  booklets  on  Sex  Instruction  to  local  school  children 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  County  Education  Authority. 


WATER.  J3UPPLY. 

During  the  year  a survey  was  made  by  the  Surveyor  and 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,.  Mr.  W.H.  Moffat  t,-  M, I,M. C.E.,  -M.S.I.A, , 

of  the  number  of  houses  in  each  Parish  with  reference  to  their 
water  supply,  and  a summary  of  this  report  is  set  out  in  Table  VI, 


T,E  VI 


. . ...  ■ — — 

' • i 

PARISH 

HOUSES 

PARISH 

HO.  HAVING 
PIPED  - 

mm 

SUPPLY 

Breage 

• • 

806 

96 

Budock 

• • 

276 

24 

Constantine 

• # 

583 

141 

Crow an 

• • 

584 

192 

Gury 

• • 

1 06 

- 

Qermoe 

. • 

157 

35 

Grade-Ru  an 

• • 

237 

- 

Cunwalloe 

• • 

60 

- 

Landewednack 

• * 

225 

— 

Mabe 

217 

Manaecan 

• • 

123 

Mawgan 

• • 

137 

- 

M awn  an 

• • 

257 

83 

Mullion 

. . 

! 325 

279 

St*  Anthony 

• • 

33 

- 

St*  Gluvias 

234 

St*  Keverne 

• • 

| 644 

87 

St*  Martin 

• » 

94 

— 

Sithney 

» * 

nCr\ 

29 

Sti  thians 

o • 

1 k:30 

- 

Wen dr on 

• • 

4/b 

29 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Kerrier  Rural  District  is 
681.4,  of  which  995  or  have  a piped  water  supply.  Taking  the 
estimated  population  as  19700,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each 
house  averages  just  under  3 , and  the  average  placing  of  the  houses 
is  1 to  every  13  acres.  As  there  Eire  no  towns  in  the  district, 
in  fact  no  centres  of  population  greater  than  a few  hundred  persons, 
these  figures  represent  a fairly  even  distribution*  The  abundance 
of  fresh  air  from  the  open  countryside  surrounding  each  house  is 
reflected  in  the  excellent  health  of  the  population,  especially  the 
Cornish  children,  and  appears-  to  make  up  more  than  adequately  for 
the  lack  of  a running  water  supply  and  other  urban  amenities* 


"Buck, she ad" 
Townshend , 
HAYLE. 

1st  July,  1944. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 


■6— 


